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TWENTY-THIRD A N N E A L REPORT
O F T H E
R E C E IP T S  A N D  E X P E N D IT U R E S
OF T H E
CITY OF BIDDEFORD,
FO R  T H E  F IS C A L  Y E A R  E N D IN G  J A N . 31, 1878.
T O G E T H E R  W IT H  T H E
INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF THE MAYOR,
HON. CHARLES M. MOSES,
A ND  O T H E R  A N N U A L  R E P O R T S  R E L A T I N G  T O  T H E  A F F A I R S  OF  T H E  C I T Y ,
City of Bidefordm a i n e
B I D D E F O R D ,  M E  : •
UN I O N  &  J O U R N A L  S T E A M  B O O K  A N D  JOB PRI N T .
1878.
C I T Y  O F  B I D D E F O R D .
I n  B o a r d  o f  A l d e r m e n ,  ) 
M arch 4, 1878. }
O r d e r e d ,
T h a t the Com m ittee on Finance cause to be printed four hun­
dred copies o f  the A nnual Reports o f  the various departm ents 
lor distribution together with the M a y o i’s address.
R ead and passed and sent down for concutrcnce.
A ttest: C Y R U S  P. B E R R Y , C ity  Clerk.
I n  C o m m o n  C o u n c i l , M arch 4, 1878. 
R ead and passed in concurrence.
A t t e s t : C l a r e n c e  M . W a t s o n , C le r k .
INAUGURAL ADDRESS
OF THE MAYOR,
HON, CHARLES M, MOSES,
MAYOR'S ADDRESS.
G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  :
E ntering upon the duties o f  the offices to which we hare been 
elected and which we have made oath to faithfully and im par­
tially perform, we m ust meet squarely and honestly the different 
questions that will be brought to our notice. O ne o f  the most 
important that we must contend with and one which is at the 
present time engaging the attention o f  all oui citizens is the 
present financial distress and business depression in all branches 
o f  industry, not only in our city  but throughout the whole 
country, with no prospect o f  improvem ent, and we must all re­
alize the great necessity of the strictest econom y and care in the 
conduct o f  the affaiis confided to our management, not only in 
general but in the sm allest detail, and let us bear in mind that 
while extravagance is inexcusable in our personal affaii s in these 
it is a crime.
O w ing to the able governm ent o f  the past year we are relieved 
from any unusual or extraordinaiy expenses, they having done 
much that has lon g been needed but long neglected.
T h e  accounts o f  the various departm ents have all been made 
up and are ready for your exam ination, a gratifying fact that our 
citizens have not always been favored with, but which is sim ply 
required by law.
From  tim e to time as matters are presented to you  for your 
consideration you must settle them according to ) our best ju d g­
ment and in such a manner as to meet the approval, as near as 
you  can, o f those who have placed us here.
It  is one o f  your first duties to strive for the reduction o f  the 
taxes, (that bane of human nature) which bears so heavily  upon 
our people. U nfortunately for us in this respect, more especial­
ly at this time, our present S late  Legislature has been com pelled 
to increase the State T a x  one third, which you must endeavor to 
overcom e without increasing the am ount to be assessed by you 
as taxes for the ensuing year, and you can do this if  you so de­
5termine by being careful in your appropriations and reducing 
the expenses o f the various departm ents which I believe can be 
done without material injury to their efficiency.
When a great reduction is made at one time in the rate o f  
taxation it is fully appreciated, but I believe but few realize the 
fact that in our city there has been a gradual reduction since 
1872 from $26 per thousand to $21 for the past year, and if  you 
can, as there seems to be 110 doubt, meet the increase o f  the 
State tax and so govern your appropriations for the city e x ­
penses that the rate may be still farther reduced, you will have 
the approval not only o f our business men and large tax payers 
but o f the poor man upon whom a tax however small is a heavy 
burden, and a reduction is a great blessing.
In all o f  your expenditures you must be governed by the true 
principles of econom y, without m eanness or waste, alw ays having 
in mind that the eyes o f  the people are upon you and that they 
expect unusual efforts upon your part to lessen the expenses of 
the city and thereby lessen taxation.
W e cannot attem pt to m ake im provem ents o f any kind in 
order to be enterprising and can only expend m oney for neces­
sities which are im possible to avoid.
T h e financial condition o f our city Jan. 31st, 1878, as by the 
T reasurer’s account, was as follows :
L I A B I L I T I E S .
C ity Bonds,
“  Notes,
Balance due Schools,
$124,200 00 
55,528 00 
5.748 59
*85,476 59
RESOURCES.
C ash in Treasury, 
D ue from taxes 1874,
$ i6,o72 16 
57 24 
1,000 00“ 1875,
“  1876,
“  “ 1877,
D ue from Slate on Schools, 
D ue for rent o f C ity  Building,
9.877 93 
*7.5 '9  89 
5.537 37
808 82
50,873 41
L eavin g  a net debt o f  $134,603 18
and show m g a reduction for the past year o f  $2,408 38, and 
taking into account the many im provem ents m ade and o f  a
6perm anent kind, one o f  the most important being the new bridge, 
it is a showing which must be gratifying to all.
It is not necessary for me to mention at length the different 
departm ents as their several reports are before you and speak 
for them selves, and I would not presume to attem pt any 
recom m endations or criticism  in regard to them at the present 
time, not being fully fam iliar with them in detail. I t would be 
well in this connection, if  our charter could be so amended that 
the inauguration o f  our governm ent could take place two weeks 
after the election, rather than one as now, as it would give the 
m em bers more time to study affairs pertaining to the city and 
they would be prepared at the com m encem ent to present a 
detailed  statem ent o f  the condition o f the same. Y o u  should, 
and I have no doubt will, give your best efforts throughout the 
year, m aking changes if  needed wherever and whenever circum ­
stances seem to demand and warrant.
O ur Schools w ill require some changes at your hands in order 
to keep them at the standard required in N ew  England, that all 
m ay be educated, and before electing a School Com m ittee it 
would be well for you to consider whether you will not abolish 
the present system  and cho 'se a Supervisor for a term o f years, 
in order that the system and man m ay have a fair trial.
I think by this change our schools can be made much more 
satisfactory and the expense to the city  very much reduced from 
what it is at the present time.
O ur Fire D epartm ent must be kept in a good condition, as 
upon this depends the protection o f  property from fire.
O ur Streets and sidew alks must be kept in good order, for 
safety and protection from injury to life and to avoid all claim s 
as far as possible for dam ages on account o f  injuries which 
might be received from any defects, and which alm ost in­
variably result in great expense to the city.
T h e  P o o j must be hum anely and properly cared for.
T h e  p olice in a city like ours requires much attention, as it is 
one o f  its m ost im portant branches, and we m ust g ive  the 
present force much credit for the efficiency which they have 
shown for the past year.
T h e  H ealth  D epartm ent and all others not m entioned should
have careful consideration, and if  a saving can be made in any, 
however sm all, it should be done.
In conclusion, 1 will only say that your first duty is one upon 
which in a great measure depends the success o f your adm inis­
tration, the election o f officers for the ensuing year, and I trust 
you will thiow aside all personal feelings and prejudices and only 
be governed in your selection by the desire for the advancem ent 
of the prosperity o f the city, and elect men who will not only 
faithfully perform the outies assigned them, but will be o f  as­
sistance to us, and interested with us in our efforts to administer 
the affairs o f the governm ent in an econom ical, upright and 
business-like manner, so that the people will have no cause to 
complain, but rather to approve. C H A S . M. M O S E S .

GOVERNM ENT
OF THE
CITY OF BIDDEFORD,
1 8 7 8 .
M A Y O R ,
HON. CHAS. M. MOSES.
C IT Y  C L E R K .
C Y R U S  P. P E R R Y .
A L D E R M E N ,
W a r d  i .— J o h n  B . G o l d t h w a i t ,
.— C a r l o s  H e a r d ,
— A l f r e d  G o o d w i n ,
.— C h a r l e s  H .  L e i g h t o n ,
5 .— R i c h m o n d  H .  I n g e r s o l l ,
6 .— W i l l i a m  H .  H a n s o n ,
7.— Z o p h e r  R . F o l s o m .
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CO M M O N  CO U N C ILM A N .
C H A R L K S  F. E M E R Y ,
W a r d  i , |e r e m i a h  B . B u n k e r ,
“  J a m e s  H .  R o b b i n s ,
*• H o r a c e  H i l l .
W a r d  2, E d g a r  R .  C l a r k ,
“  J o n a t h a n  S. H u n t ,
“  R e u b e n  P .  R o b i n s o n .
W a r d  3 , G e o r g e  W . W a r d ,
“  A l b e r t  A l l e n ,
“  M e l v i l l e  W o o d m a n .
W a r d  4 , H e r s c h e l l  B o y n t o n .
“  G e o r g e  E m e r y ,
“  G e o r g e  W . D o n n e l l .
W a r d  5 , S i m o n  N e w c o m b ,
“  G e o r g e  N . W a r d ,
“  J a m e s  H . W h i t t e n
W a r d  6 , C h a r l e s  P .  E m e r y ,
“  C h a r l e s  H . P a r c h e r ,
“  P a t r i c k  M u r p h y .
W a r d  7 , C h a r l e s  O . M i l l i k e n , 
“  W i l l i a m  F .  S m i t h ,
“  L e o n a r d  H .  R u m e r y .
P r e s id e n t .
F R A N K  H . C O U S E N S , C l e r k  o f  C o m m o n  C o u n c i l .
W ard 1,
2,
3 ,
4 ,
5,
6, 7,
W A R D  O F F IC E R S .
W a rd e n s . W a rd  C lerks.
E d w i n  E . C a m p b e l l . 
J o s h u a  M o o r e .
H e n r y  E  S m i t h . 
W a l d o  A n t h o i n e . 
A l f r e d  S . D e e r i n g . 
C h a r l e s  C h u r c h . 
T r i s t r a m  H o o p e r , J r .
J o h n  R .  S t a p l e s . 
R o w l a n d  H i l l . 
R o b e r t  B . C a m p b e l l . 
J o h n  M o o d y , 
C h a r l e s  E . P i l s b u r y . 
D e n n i s  M u r p h y , 2D. 
F r a n k  H .  C o u s e n s .
CO N STA B L E S.
W a r d  i , J o h n  F .  J o h n s o n .
2, J e r e m i a h  D o n o v a n .
3 , O r e n  M a y o .
4 , J o t h a m  W . G i l p a t r i c k .
5 , J a m e s  E .  G o w e n .
6 , B e l o n i e  L a u z i e r r e .
7 , R o b e r t  M . S t e v e n s .
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Ju d ge o f  M unicipal Court.
S a m u e l  W. L u q u e s .
R e c o r d e r  o f  M u n ic ip a l Court.
J esse  G o u l d .
T rea su rer  a n d  C o lle cto r .
G e o r g e  R . A n d r e w s .
City S o lic ito r .
C h a r l e s  W. R o ss.
C ity P h ysician .
A d d is o n  B r a w n .
A ssessors.
J a m e s  G . G a r l a n d .
J o h n  F r ed  G o l d t h w a i t , 
R a d c l if f e  H . F o r d .
O verseers  o f  P o o r .
jo h n  N. A n t h o i n e , 
I s r a e l  S h e v e n e l l , 
W m F . H u t c h in s .
H e a lth  O fficers.
E . P . P a r c h e r ,
F r a n k  B. T a r r , 
T h o m a s  P. S . d e a r i n g .
E n g in eers  o f  F ire  D ep a rtm en t.
C h a r l e s  H. B r o w n , C h ie f  Engineer. 
Ja m e s  F. W o r m w o o d , is t  Assistant. 
Wm. H . A n t h o i n e , 2nrl Assistant.
S u p erin ten d in g  S ch o o l C om m ittee .
R o y a l  E . g o u l d , 
E n o c h  F . P il s b u r y , 
J o h n  T u c k .
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S ch oo l A g en ts.
D is t r ic t  N o . i . T h o m a s  R u m e r y .
u 2. J u s t u s  H i l l .
3- O b e d  H o o p e r .
1f R o y a l  E. G o u l d ,
LL 4- “ E. F. PlLSBURY,
1[  J o h n  T u c k .
ll 6. N a t h a n i e l  W i l s o n .
a 7- C h a r l e s  A . T a r b o xu 8. D a n i e l  H o l m a n .
LL 9- L e w is  A . D a v is .u 10 J a m e s  0 .  B e n s o n .
“ 1 1 . G e o r g e : I. G o l d t h w a iT.
LL 1 2 . J o s e p h  G i l m a n .
LI
13- J o s e p h  M . H i l l .
• C om m iss ion ers  o f  Streets and  R oads.
Street Com r. D istrict No. 4,
R oad Pool D istrict,
O ak R id ge D istrict, 
R iver R oad  D istrict, 
W ard 7 W estern D iv.,
C h a r l e s  H . B r a g d o n . 
J o h n  H . H u s s e y . 
J o t h a m  D a v is  
B e n j a m in  R o b e r t s . 
E b e n e z e r  E m e r s o n .
W ard 7 Eastern D iv., D a n i e l  O. S. H o o p e r .
H a rb o r  M aster.
J o h n  H . H u s s e y .
S e a le r  o f  W e ig h ts  and M ea su res .
N a t h a n i e l  W il s o n .
S u p erin ten d en t o f  B u ria ls .
A m z i L . A y e r .
C ity  M a rsh a l.
T im o t h y  E l l i o t t .
P o lice  O fficers a n d  N ight W a tch .
B e n j a m in  A . K i n is o n , J o h n  H a n s o n ,
H e n r y  C . F o l e y , N ic h o l a s  O ’ B r i e n ,
A r t h u r  R i c k e r .
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S p ecia l P o lice m e n .
H enry E. Smith,
Jam es E. Carter,
F rank Irish,
F rank Em erson,
Benjam in Ross,
Jam es E. Gowen,
Joseph B. R ichards,
Jerem iah Rogers,
A lexan dre Velandre,
W illiam  E. T ileston,
Ira B. Ram sdell,
Louis Rose,
W illiam H . Goodwin,
John M oody,
C harles H .
Charles B. Berry,
F rank Greenwood,
W m . H . A nthoine, 
Jeremiah M cC arty. 
R obert O ’Brien, 
C harles M. M cK en n ey, 
Joseph Lavigne,
D avid  M orris,
G eorge W . Bryant, 
G eorge S. Peterson, 
Jonathan H ill,
R oscoe F. Jelleson, 
Jam es Owens,
Isaac  Staples,
Gowen.
H orace D avis, 
Eliakim  Seavey, 
Josiah H . Drew, 
John F. Johnson,
F en ce  V ie w e rs .
John Curtis.
C harles H . Roberts, 
Jeremiah T ucker, 
John R . Low ell, 
T hom as J. C hick,
S u rv e y o rs  o f  Iiiunbc
C harles H . Brackett,
L evi W. Stone,
L ev i W . H anson,
John M. Goodwin,
D aniel Cote,
O ctavius D. Dolliff,
T hom as Gartland,
John R . Staples,
Ivory Bickford,
Lym an J. A yer,
N apoleon B. O sgood, 
H arden T aylor,
Sam uel H anson,
G eorge C lark,
H enry N. H ooper,
C harles L . G ilpatrick,
Owen
r , W o o d  a n d  JBnrk.
C harles F. Staples, 
A lphonse Pare, 
C harles E. Pilsbury, 
W illiam  H . H anson, 
N athan D . W itham ,
J. W . Gooch,
C yrus K . Banks, 
W illiam  H . Smith, 
G eorge W. C hadw ick, 
F rancis M eeds,
Orin G . Nash,
C harles A . W ardwell, 
Simon S. Andrews, 
Joseph Etchells, 
T ristram  Goldthwait, 
Jam es C ostello,
Smith.
S u rv e y o rs  o f  F<okm.
Sim on S. A ndrews, 
C harles L . G ilpatrick,
Ivory Bickford.
L ev i G. Hanson, 
Tristram  G oldthw ait, Jr.,
JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES.
On F in a n ce .
T h e M ayor, Councilm an Geo. N. W ard,
Alderm an R . H . Ingersoll, “  G eo W. D onnell.
On A ccou n ts.
Alderm an C . H . Leighton, Councilm an C. P. Em ery,
E. R . C lark.
On P u b lic  P ro p e r ty .
T h e M ayor, Councilm an C. O. M illiken,
A lderm an R. H . Ingersoll, “  C. H . Parcher.
O n  P u b lic  In s tru c tio n  am i City L ib r a r y .
T h e M ayor, C ouncilm an Sim on Newcom b,
A lderm an W m. H . H anson, “  H erschell Boynton.
J. S. Lunt.
On F ire  D ep a rtm en t.
T h e M ayor, Councilm an A lb ert A llen,
A lderm an Z. R . Folsom , “  G eorge Em ery,
“  C arlos H eard, “  J. B. Bunker.
On P r in t in g
A lderm an J. B. G oldthwait, Councilm an W . F. Sm ith,
R . P. Robinson.
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T h e M ayor, Councilm an P atrick  M urphy,
A lderm an A lfred Goodwin, “  L . H  Rum ery,
<■ J. B. Goldthwait, “  J. H . Robbins.
On O rd in a n ces.
T h e M ayor, Councilm an M elville  W oodm an,
H orace H ill.
On S treets , S e w e rs , D ra in s a n d  S tre e t  l/ig lits -
T h e M ayor, C ouncilm an G . W . W ard,
A lderm an Wm. H . H anson, “  J. H . W hitten,
“  Z. R . Folsom , “  C . H . T ard ier,
C . O. M illiken.
S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  A l d e r m e n .
On Elections.1
A lderm en R . H . Ingersoll, Wm. H . H anson , 
Z. R . Folsom .
On P o lice .
T h e M ayor, A lderm en A lfred  G oodw in, C harles H . 
Leigh ton, J. B. G oldthwait.
On L ice n ce s .
T h e M ayor, A lderm en W m. H . H anson, C arlos H eard, 
R . H . Ingersoll.
On U nrolled  B il ls .
Alderm en J. B. G oldthw ait, Z. R . Folsom , C harles H . Leighton.
S t a n d i n g  Co m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  Co m m o n  Co u n c i l .
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O n E le c t io n s  a n d  R etu rn s .
Councilm en Jam es H. R obbins, R euben P. Robinson, 
C harles H . Parcher.
On E n ro lle d  B ills .
Councilm en H erschell Boynton, C harles O. M illiken, 
G eorge N. W ard.
R E P O R T
OK THE
CHIEF ENGINEER OF FIRE DEPARTMENT.
To the Hon. Boards o f  M ayor and Aldermen and Common
C ouncil:
Pursuant to the requirem ents o f law and custom 1 have the 
honor to subm it for your consideration my annual report o f the 
condition o f the D epartm ent, em bodying in detail an account o f 
the duties perform ed by it during the year just past. A lso an 
inventory o f property belonging to the D epartm ent and the 
location o f  the same. Y ou  will also find a list o f the fires and 
alarms to which the Departm ent responded during the year. 
T h is has been a very favorable year, and the losses from fire 
have been very small.
T h e D epartm ent has been called out thirty nine tim es to 
twenty-four fires and fifteen false alarm s. T h e  alarm s were 
m ostly given  from fires just out o f  the city.
A PPARATUS.
T h e apparatus consist as follows :
2 Steam Fire Engines, locate 1 on W ashington street, i  H ook 
and Ladd er T ru ck  on M ain street.
A ll the apparatus is in good working order. T h e  H ose 
C arriages having been repaired are now as good as new.
T h e  horses in the D epartm ent are in good w orking order, a 
new pair having been bought during the year for the R ichard 
V in es, the old ones not being heavy enough for fire duty. 
D uring the year one o f  the new horses has been off duty 2 days for 
sickness caused by change o f feed and clim ate. T h e  horses on 
the Eben Sim psons have not been oil' duty during the year.
HOSE DEPARTM ENT.
T h e H ose D epartm ent is not in as good condition as it should 
be. W e have purchased during the year 1,000 feet o f  new
18
cotton rubber lined hose and condem ned 1,000 feet o f old 
leather hose, leavin g 3,050 feet o f  hose now in use, and 600 feet 
o f  old rubber hose fit for filling reservoirs from hydrants. T h e
2,050 feel o f  leather hose now in use is not trustworthy, therefore 
we recom m end the purchase o f  1,500 feet o f  new cotton rubber 
lined hose at once.
T h e manual force o f  the D epartm ent consists o f 1 C h ie f 
Engineer, 2 A ssistant Engineers, Steam Fire Engine No. 1, 19 
men, Steam  Fire Engine N o. 2, 19 men, 1 H ook and L add er 
T ru ck , 22 men.
BUILDINGS.
D uring the year we have had the stables in leai o f  Engine 
H ouses raised 18 inches, new sills, floors and stalls put in, with 
windows in the cellar for ventilation. N o. 1 Engine H ouse has 
had a new board floor and piers underneath, but as the sills are 
8 inches under ground and all rotten, the building should be 
raised 1 foot and new sills and floors laid.
No. 2 Engine H ouse is in a bad condition. T h e  sills and floor 
tim bers are rotten and the building sets so low that water runs 
in from the street on the floor in wet weather. T h e  building 
should be raised x foot and new sills and tim bers put in.
T h e  H ook and L ad d er H ouse is in a bad condition also, 
bein g low er than the sidew alk, and should be raised ten inches 
or more.
I  would respectfully call your attention to this branch o f  the 
D epartm ent, the H o ok  and Ladd er T ru ck . T h e  house is too 
far from the central part o f  the city to m ake it as efficient as it 
should be. W ith a fire in the upper part o f  a building, the 
room s full o f  sm oke, it is im possible to do anything without 
ladders, and two or three m inutes’ time g ives a fire an advantage 
hard to overcom e. T h is  T ru ck  should be drawn by a horse if  it 
rem ains in its present locality.
W e have had a storehouse built on W ashington street for 
carts, sleds and sprinkler, a building which the D epartm ent has 
been m uch in need o f  a few years past.
RESERVOIRS AND HYDRANTS.
W e have during the year put in a new hydrant at the head o f  
W ashington street, and repaired the one at the foot o f the street,
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and would recomm end that one or two hydrants be put in near 
the C ity  B u ild in g ; would also recomm end that a new reservoir 
be built at the corner o f H arvey and Cutts streets ; another at 
or near F ive Points, so called.
Now another great disadvantage we have in this city when 
there is a fire is the time it takes the officers to get to the bell, 
they som etim es having a great distance to lun, the steam ers 
sometimes getting out before the bell rings, and not enough men 
on hand to man them properly T his could be changed to our 
advantage by placing a new bell on the C ity  Building.
And, gentlem en, as we have passed through the year with­
out anything serious happening you will please accept my 
thanks for the courtesies which you have shown me and the 
other members o f the Departm ent, and I would also thank the 
Police Departm ent for the prom ptness that has been shown by 
them at all times and the assistance rendered the D epartm ent in 
the discharge o f  their duties ; and I wish particularly to return 
' my thanks to those who have been my A ssistants, for the many 
duties which they have perform ed and their kindness toward me. 
A lso  to all the officers and m embers o f the D epartm ent for their 
willingness to obey all orders and the prom ptness that has been 
shown by them during the past y e a r ; and I hope in the years 
hat are to come you may be as successful in coping with 
that devouring elem ent as you have been in the year ju st past.
S. P. A D A M S ,
C h ief Engineer Biddeford Fire Departm ent.
B i d d e f o r d , January 31, 1878.
L O C A T I O N  O F  R E S E R V u I R S  A N D  H Y D R A N T S .
RESERVOIRS.
N o. 1
2
3
4
5
6
Sullivan street, corner o f Bacon street.
O ak “  near corner o f  Pool street.
H ill “  “  “  M ain “
Pool “  “  “  H ill
Bacon “  “  “  F oss “
Birch “  “  “  Summ er street.
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Foss street School house yard.
Alfred near corner of  Birch street.
C< C< <( Pool
Franklin ‘< (( Alfred street.
Main ‘ corner of Washington street.
Washington street, near corner o f  Jefferson street.
Main u  a Lincoln
South ( I  tv “  Jefferson “
Green u  « Birch street.
Elm «- a corner o f  South street
“ a  u Main
Pool u  a Pike
H Y D R A N T S .
Main street, near Bradbury street.
Elm “
Jefferson street, corner o f  Adam s street.
Y o rk  “ near Pepperell Counting Room.
Washington street, near Main street.
“ “ “  Alfred street.
D E P A R T M E N T .
C h i e f  E n g i n e e r ,  S I L A S  P. A D A M S .
i s r  A s s i s t a n t ,  C H A S .  H. B R O W N .2n d  A s s i s t a n t ,  G E O R G E  H A R R I M A N .
R ic h a r d  V in e s , No 1
Foreman, A. P. R o s e . Assistant, C h As . H o y T.
Clerk, T .  W. G r e e n e .  Engineer, J a m e s  H u n t .
Fireman, F. L. H a m m o n d . Driver,  H . W. G o o d w in .
Pipemen, C . H . B l o o d ,  M. N e w e l l .
Hosemen.— E. Baker, A. Haley, G. Dean, Wm. Folsom, D. 
Morris, H. G. Leighton, John Dean, E. B. Clark, H. Tarbox, 
T .  Hanson, E. Coffin, Jr.
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E b e n  S im pso n , No, 2,
Forem an, G. W. B r y a n t . Assistant, A . V . H u t c h in s o n .
Clerk, C l a r e n c e  M. W a t s o n . Engineer, J. H e n e y .
Fireman, C. G o o d w i n . D river, J. E m e r y .
Pipem en, W. D a v is , W. H . G o o d w in .
Hosemen.— W. H. G oodridge, M . H allet, W. H encles, J.
Em erson, J. W hite, J. Finnard, S. W. H ubbard, D . Elliott, J. E-
Gowen, A . Dennett.
Gen. Canby Hook a n d  Lad d e r Co., No 1.
Forem an, J o h n  C a s e y , A ssistant, J a m e s  M c G e e .
Clerk, J o h n  P en d e r g a s t . Steward, J o h n  D o y l e .
Hook and  Laddermen.— J. H ussey, J. H ackett, Wm. H urley, J.
D onovan, M. M urphy, W. W halen, E. Petty, J. M organ, M.
N eary, E. R inisc, J. R inisc, C. Petty, J. N e a ry, J. Laffin, J.
F inley, S. K e r win.
F IR E S  A N D  A L A R M S .
Feb. io ,—  9.H0 r>. m . Fire in Saco. D epartm ent out.
Feb. 14,— 10.30 p . m. Fire in B. H am ilton ’s barn, near
C ity  Farm. D epartm ent out.
Feb. 18,— 12 40 a . m . Fire in E xchange Block store occu­
pied by A. L. O akes. D am age 
slight. D epartm ent out.
M arch 2<-,■—  7.30 p. m . F ire in Saco. D epartm ent out.
April 3,—  rr.45 p. m . F ire o n  Birch street, in woodshed o f
N. O. K e n d a ll’s. All consum ed. 
D epartm ent out.
A pril 15,—  2.30 a . m . F ire at depot, car o f  cotton. D am age
slight. D epartm ent out.
April 16,—  3.30 a . m . F ire in Saco. D epartm ent out.
A pril 25,—  5.30 p. m . False alarm  in Saco. D epartm ent
out.
M ay 10,—  5 p .  m . Fire in Saco. D epartm ent out.
M ay 14,—  .7.30 p. m . F ire in G reenough &  B rackett’s win
dow. D am age slight. D epart­
ment out.
M ay 17,—  8.20 p. M . False alarm in Saco. Departm ent
out.
June 28,—  9 p. m. False alarm. Departm ent out.
June 29,— 10.40 p. M . Fire in A n d rew s’ blacksm ith shop,
P ool street. D epartm ent out.
July 4,—  6 p. m . Fire in Thom pson house on Pool
street. D epartm ent out.
July 6,— 10.30 p. M. F alse  alarm. D epartm ent out.
July 11 ,—  9 p. m . Fire in Jelleson ’s house on Sullivan
street. P a rtially consum ed. De- 
p a rtment out.
A ug . 2,—  5 a. M. Fire in Shaw ’s Court. D am age
slight. D epartm ent out.
A ug . 7,—  8.30 p . M .  Fire 111 barn near N orth Chapel.
D epartm ent out.
A ug . 30,—  9.40 p  m . F alse alarm. D epartm ent out.
Sept. 2,— 11 a . M. Fi r e in Shaw ’s Block, Boston Boot
and shoe store. D epartm ent out.
Sept. 6,— 12.10 a . M. Fire in Saco. D epartm ent out.
Sept. 7,— 12.15 A- M- F alse  alarm. D epartm ent out.
Sept. 7,— 10.30 p. m . F'alse alarm. D epartm ent out.
Sept. 13,— 10 p . m . Fire in Saco. Departm ent out.
Sept. 18,—  3 a . M. Fire in Saco. D epartm ent out.
Sept. 26,—  7.35 P. M. False alarm. D epartm ent out.
Sept. 27,—  8.30 A .  jr. Fire in storehouse o f W ater Power.
Lincoln street. D epartm ent out.
O ct. 4,—  8.30 p . w. F alse  alarm. D epartm ent out.
Oct. 21,—  8 p . m . F'ire in Saco. D epartm ent out.
Nov. 11 ,— 12.15 a . M. F alse  alarm. Departm ent out.
N ov. 16,—  9.50 p. M. F'alse alarm. D epartm ent out.
N ov. 17,—  9.50 p . M. False alarm. D epartm ent out.
N ov. 25,—  4.5 a . m . Fire in A n thoin e’s B lock. D am age
slight. D epartm ent out.
D ec. 8,—  1.20 p . m F alse  alarm. D epartm ent out.
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Dec. 13 — 8.40 P. M. Fire in Saco. D epartm ent out.
Dec. 29,— 9 IS P. M. False alarm. D eparlm ent out.
J an. 4 — 4-38 P. M. F alse alarm. D epartm ent out.
J a n . i s — 6.15 P. M. Fire in p icker on the Pepperell.
D am age slight. D epartm ent out.
J a n . 27 — 8 P. RI. Fire in Saco. D epartm ent out.
R E P O R T
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PROPERTY.
Jo the City Council o f  the City of Biddeford:
T h e Joint Standing Com m ittee on Public P io p e ity  report the 
following as a full schedule o f the property belonging to the city 
Jan. 31, 1878, with their appraisal o f  its value :
C ity  B uilding and Lot, SSo.ooo 00
EIRE DEPARI.MRN X.
Eben Simpson Engine H ouse and Lot, >4,500 00
R ichard V ines Engine H ouse and Lot, , 4,300 00
Stable and O utbuildings with Lot, r,ooo 00
Storage B uilding (new) for Carts, etc.. 200 00
Steam er R ichard V ines, 4,250 00
Steam er Eben Simpson, 4,250 00
H ook and Ladder T ru ck  with apparatus, 700 00
Pioneer H and Fire Engine, , 200 00
4 Sets D ouble H arnesses, 175 00
4 H orses, 1,000 00
1 Sprinkler, 200 00
2 Dum p Carts, 290 00
2 Sets Sleds, 55 00
2 Snow Ploughs, 125 00
Chains, 10 00
H ay Cutter, F eed B ox and Stable T ools, 30 00
5 Stoves, 100 00
2,050 F eet L eather H ose, 2,700 00
1,000 F eet Cotton R ubber Lined H ose, (new), 1,000 00
600 Feet O ld R ubber H ose, 300 00
$25,185 00
C ity  Farm ,
H ousehold Furniture on Farm ,
Provisions and H ousehold Supplies,
C oal,
12 Cords o f  w ood,
100 Bushels Oats,
500 lbs. Shorts,
28 T on s H ay,
2 T on s O at Straw,
35 C ords M anure,
8 Cow s and H eifers,
8 H ogs,
17 Fowl,
3 Horses,
1 One H orse W agon,
1 T w o H orse W agon,
1 T ip  Cart,
2 R id ing W agons,
2 D ouble Sleds,
1 Single Sled,
1 Sleigh,
2 H ay R acks,
1 H ay Cutter,
1 H orse H oe,
1 Cultivator,
3 H arrows,
1 M ow ing M achine,
1 Seed Sower,
3 Ploughs,
2 H orse R akes,
4 Scythes and Snaths,
2 D rag R akes,
10 H a y  F orks,
3 Garden R akes,
9 H oes,
P A U P E R  D E P A R T M E N T .
Am ount carriedforw ard,
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Am ount brought forw ard. $13,167 C O
4 M anure Forks, 2 00
6 Shovels, 5 ° °
9 R akes, 2 5°
4 A xes, 2 00
3 W oodsaws, 1 5°
i H andsaw, 5o
i Crowbar, 5°
1 W heelbarrow, 4 00
5 Bushel Baskets, 1 00
2 Grindstones, 5 00
i  T ack le  and Fall, S 00
i T en  G allon Oil C an, 1 00
7 O x Chains, 7 C O
3 Ladders, 4 00
i Farm ers Boiler, 10 00
2 Sets D ouble H arnesses, 60 00
2 Sets S ingle H arnesses, 35 ° °
4 H orse Blankets, 3 00
2 W hips, 1 00
2 Pairs Steelyards, 2 00
$ 13,3 22 oo
Y o u r Com m ittee report the C ity  Farm , buildings and property 
on the Farm  in good condition, and are pleased to testify to the 
judicious m anagem ent for the past year by the B oaid o f  O ver­
seers and Farm  Superintendent and wife, M r. and Mrs. G il­
patrick. T h e  house as it is at present dem ands your especial 
attention. It does not accom m odate the inm ates as it should ; 
the old and infirm being crowded into attic cham bers without 
proper ventilation or chance for escape in case o f fire.
T h e  buildings for the F ire D epartm ent a ie  in good condition 
generally, but some repairs are needed on the R ichard V in es, 
the sills being much decayed.
D uring the past year the stable has been raised and put in 
excellen t repair. Y o u r Com m ittee have also erected on W ash­
ington street a building for storage o f Sprinkler, Carts, Sleds, 
&c,, which w eie  found to be decaying from exposure to the 
weather.
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D uring the year your Com m ittee sued for and obtained a writ 
o f  possession for one office in C ity  Building, the occupant o f 
which was some four years in arrears for rent. T his office room 
has beLn painted and refitted and placed at the disposal o f  the 
Com m ittee on Public Library.
T h e C le rk ’s and T reasurer’s offices have been painted, car­
peted, re-furnished, and needed im provem ents made in the Post 
Office, C ity  M arsh al’s office and rooms occupied by the First 
N ational Bank.
In the C ity  H all two o f  the three set o f  double iron doors 
have been changed to sw ing outward instead o f  inward as before. 
T hough expensive it was thought trifling to com pare with what 
m ight occur in case o f a  panic with an audience in the hall.
T hu s we have reported m ost o f  the principal points which the 
Com m ittee has been called upon to deal with the year past.
A. P I E R C E ,
J O H N  B. G O L D T H W A I T , 
S A M U E L  G. T W A M B L E Y , 
W . F. H U T C H IN G S .
*
R E P O R T
OF THP
C I T Y  M A R S H A L .
l o  the City Council o f  the City of Biddeford-
G e n t l e m e n :— I t becom es my duty to repoit to you the 
operations o f  the Police Departm ent for the year past, and in 
accordance with that duty 1 beg leave to subm it the lollow ing 
re p o rt:
T h e regular force during the year has been a D eputy M arshal 
and five patrolm en, the D eputy and one patrolman serving by 
day and four patrolm en serving as night watch.
T h e  special police duty has been light, being two specials 
serving from 9 A . M . to 9 P. M. each Sabbath, and one special 
acting as officer o f the hall. A  large force of men were em­
ployed during the celebration o f the fourth o f July, and some 
special duty was required during the prevalence o f the small pox 
last spring.
T o  the casual observer the amount expended and the num ber 
of men em ployed may seem large, vet know ing as 1 do in some 
m easure the various duties to be attended to and the calls made 
upon the D epartm ent, I think I m ay safely say that for the 
num ber and character o f  the population o f  this city the expendi­
tures in the Police D epartm ent will rank am ong the most 
econom ical o f  any city in N ew  England.
T h e  whole num ber o f arrests for the year weie 135, for the
follow ing causes :
Vagran cy, 40
Intoxication, 26
A ssau lt and Battery, 22
Larceny, 20
D isturbing Peace, 6
N ight W alking, 5
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Violation o f L o rd ’s Day, 3
False Alarm s of Fire, 3
R obbery from the Person, 2
R eceiving Stolen G oods, 2
M alicious M ischief, 1
F ast D riving, 1
Truancy, 1
Com pound Larceny, 1
H ighw ay Robbery, 1
Adultery. 1
T otal, 135
Stolen property to the am ount o f  $316.00 h a . been recovered 
and restored to the owners. T h e  num ber lodged at the station 
for the year has been 654 ; the largest num ber any one night, 
20, Dec. 20, 1877. A s  will be seen above, o f  this num ber 40 
have been taken before the court on the charge o f  vagrancy, and 
the most o f  them sentenced to A lfred  or Portland for. the period 
o f  30 days, the longest time allowed by law. It seem s to me 
that one o f  the most pressing needs o f  this C ounty is a work 
house located in this city or Saco where the “ traveling gentry”  
(and other crim inals) can be made to work, thus earning a por­
tion, at least, of their living during their confinem ent, and at the 
same time receive a measure o f  punishm ent, and the public 
becom e rid o f  one o f  the worst nuisances o f  the present time, for 
it has been no common occurrence to have these vagran ts com e 
to me desiring to be brought before the C ourt and sent to A lfred  
during the continuance o f  the cold weather, they well knowing 
that there they would receive good board and lodging, and at 
the sam e time not have any work to do, this latter bein g a con ­
dition just suited to their natures. In conclusion, I b eg  leave 
to extend my heartfelt thanks to the officers o f  the D epartm ent 
for their courtesy and gentlem anly conduct, and the willingness 
with which they have executed every com m and. A lso  to the 
citizens, irrespective o f  party, for their kindness and readiness to 
overlook the faults com m itted. H oping, gentlem en, that in the 
discharge o f the duties o f  this office— which was accepted with 
reluctance and against m y natural inclinations— I m ay have met 
with a measure o f  your approbation, I respectfully subm it the 
above for your approval.
C H A R L E S  E. H U S S E Y , C ity  M arshal.
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R E P O R T
OF THE
C I T Y  S O L I C I T O R ,
To the Honotable the M ayor anil City Council o f  the City of
B iddeford:
I have the honor to subm it m y report o f the business in the 
office o f the C ity  Solicitor during the past m unicipal year.
U pon assum ing the duties o f  my office in M arch, 1877, 1 
found notices o f  the pending o f  the petitions o f  T hom as H. 
C ole, Susan Brown and T hom as G . Thornton before the 
C ourt o f  County Com m issioners, for increase o f dam ages 
for land taken in opening the road from G uinea School H ouse 
to Newtown. A  com m ittee was appointed but no hearing 
has been had. A t  the M ay Term  o f  the Suprem e Judicial 
C ou rt there were four suits pending against the city for dam ages 
claim ed to have been received on defective ways, to w it: the 
suit o f  Charles A . J. Blake, claim ing $1,000 for injuries received 
on A lfred  stre e t; the suit o f  Pelom e M artin, claim ing 35,000 for 
injuries received on Sullivan stre e t; the suit o f  H iram  Chase, 
for injuries received on W est street, claim ing $100 ; and the suit 
o f  M aria L . Ford, claim ing $15,000 dam ages for injuries received 
on Jefferson street. T h e suit o f  B lake was adjusted without cost 
to the city at the Septem ber Term . T h e  M artin suit is still 
pending. T h e  C hase suit was settled for $60 including costs.
T h e  m ost im portant pending suit was M rs. F ord 's. A t  the 
Septem ber Term  at A lfred, after a  trial o f  several days, the jury 
disagreed. A t the January Term , 1878, the case w as tried the 
second time at Saco, m any witnesses being called by each 
party. T h e  jury finally returned a verdict against the city with 
dam ages fixed at $1,200. B y order o f  the M ayor I filed a 
motion to set aside the verdict on the ground that it was against
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law and evidence and the weight o f evidence, and I also filed 
exceptions which were allowed by the Court. T h e case now 
stands to be entered at the Law  Term  in July, 1878, for argu­
ment upon the questions ot law thus raised. T h e  preparation 
for the trial o f  the Ford case involved many days labor in the 
investigation o f  the facts. So many months had elapsed before 
it came to my hands that it was a work o f extrem est difficulty to 
find witnesses cognizant o f  the facts concerning the m atters in 
issue.
Before the first trial, many who knew  im portant facts kept 
silent and I only learned by accident or extensive inquiry that 
they were material witnesses. T h e  labor o f  preparation was 
greater than the work at the trial. It is an avoidance o f  a plain 
duty on the part o f  a citizen o f  the city to suppress or neglect to 
m ake known important facts which the interests o f  the city 
require should be published, because by so doing the rights o f  
the people are jeopardized and the difficulties in the way o f 
obtaining justice  greatly increased.
T h e  expenses in the trials o f  the Ford case were quite heavy, 
but not more so than in the suits o f  private individuals involving 
matters o f  so much im portance.
A fter the first trial the citizens began to m anifest an interest 
in the result o f  this suit and this interest constantly increased 
up to the time o f  the verdict, and it was apparently the wish o f  
a large m ajority o f  our people that the case should be carried to 
the full Court. T h e  expenses o f  additional counsel fees which 
would ordinarily be incurred in the trial o f  sim ilar causes have 
been avoided.
I have spent much time in investigating the facts involved in 
the other suits now pending against the city, and can g ive  to my 
successor inform ation o f m uch value w henever he is required to 
prepare them for trial. U pon the written order o f  the M ayor 
proceedings were instituted against S. P. M cK en n ey  to recover 
possession o f  the office occupied by him in C ity  Building. 
Judgm ent for possession was obtained in the M unicipal C ourt 
o f  Saco, a writ o f  possession issued and the city  put in posses­
sion, but the suit is now pending on M cK en n ey ’s appeal in the 
Supreme Court. I also began a suit in the Suprem e Judicial
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Court, entered at the January Term , 1878, against Mr. Mc- 
K en n ey to recover for about three and one-half years rent o f 
his office, which has never been collected, and the suit is now 
pending. T here are no other suits pending for or against the 
city.
M any m atters not o f  general interest have been disposed of 
during the past year, and the office o f the C ity  Solicitor has not 
been a sinecure.
In conclusion I acknow ledge my indebtedness to the M ayor 
for intelligent and prompt support in my endeavors to maintain 
the legal rights of the city.
V ery  respectfully,
W IL B U R  F. L U N T .
O F  T H E
O V E R S E E R S  OF T H E  POOR.
R E P O R T
rlo  the City Council o f the City op B iddeford:
G e n t l f m l n  :— T h e  O verseers o f  the Poor, subm it the follow ­
ing report o f  the expenditures o f  the Pauper D epartm ent for the 
fiscal year ending January 31, 1878.
A m ount appropriated by the C ity  Council,
Am ount expended, deducting credits,
U nexpended balance, 
D ivided as follows :
Expended on account o f  C ity  Farm , 
Less credits as fo llo w s:
Produce sold from Farm,
L abor o f  teams on highway,
H ay sold Fire D epartm ent,
T otal expense o f  Farm, 
Expended away from Farm ,
L ess credits as follows : 
Reim bursm ents from other Tow ns, 
H ighw ay D ist. 4, (labor o f  Paupers,) 
R eceived from other sources,
T otal expense away from Farm,
A  portion o f  the credits o f this departm ent, to the am onnt o f 
$507 45, were not rendered to the T reasurer until after the 31st 
o f January, consequently they do not appear upon his books for
34
this year, but will be passed to the credit o f  this departm ent for 
the follow ing year. T herefore the total amount o f  expenses o f 
this departm ent, (deducting the credits,) according to his books 
is  $ 7 ,5 8 0  5 2 .
T h e  average num ber o f  paupers at the Farm  during the year 
has been thirty-five. R espectfully,
W I L L I A M  A N D R E W S , ) O v e r s e e r s  
T H O M A S  G A R T L A N D , j o f  t h e  P o o r .
pR E P O R T
OF THE
C I T Y  P H Y S I C I A N .
To the Hon. City Council o f  the City o f  Biddeford:
G e n t l e m e n  :— Y o u r C ity  Physician would beg leave to present 
the following report, for the m unicipal year ending M arch, 1878 : 
T h e  whole number o f  persons who have received m edical 
treatm ent from the city, has been one hundred and twenty-seven. 
D eaths during the year, s i x ; two at the alms-house and four in 
families in the city. Births during the same time, f iv e ; one at 
the alms-house and four in fam ilies in the city.
In attending upon these persons, there were m ade five hundred 
and forty-nine visits, o f  which eighty-one were at the alms-house. 
T h e  rem aining four hundred and sixty-eight were made in fam i­
lies, per order o f the O verseers o f  the Poor.
T here have been also during the year, not included in the 
above statem ent, seven cases o f  sm all-pox, all o f  which recovered.
R esp ectfu lly  subm itted,
A . B R A W N , C ity  Physician
V
R E P O R T
OF
S T R E E T  COMMISSIONER,
D I S T R I C T  N o. 4.
To the Hon. the M ayor, and Gentlemen o f  the City Council o f  the
City o f  Biddeford:
I have the honor to subm it herewith, a statem ent o f  the con ­
dition o f the streets, sidewalks, etc., at the time o f  my assum ing 
the care o f  the same, with a b iie f  resume o f  the work and im­
provem ents, to the close o f  the M unicipal year o f 1877-87.
I  found the streets generally  in very bad condition, consequent 
upon the m aterial out o f  which they had been constructed, and 
the heavy team ing they were constantly subjected to. M any o f  the 
streets E ast o f  A lfred  St. have been built upon and in use for 
m ore than 30 years ; have never been gravelled , and were quite 
im passable in the late fall and early spring months. T o  gravel 
these and others E ast o f  A lfred  St. I  have taken more than two 
thousand cubic yards o f  gravel from A lfred  road, near the resi 
dence o f  M r. Peaslee, thereby greatly  im proving that locality  in 
the grade o f the street, as well as affording the m aterial for grav­
eling the streets before referred to. From  the Farm  gravel pit 
many o f  the streets W est o f  A lfred  St., have been repaired ; 
m ore would have been done but for the earnest desire to keep 
w ithin the lim it o f  the appropriation as near as possible. City 
Square has been widened by rem oving more than 300 cubic yds. 
o f rock, at a cost o f  $324.60. O n Jefferson and C entre Sts. 
there has been taken 249 c. yds. o f  stone and earth, under a con ­
tract with N. F. Saw yer at a cost o f  $373-50. N early  two (2) 
m iles o f  edge-stone have been set, and the w alks gravelled. 
Jefferson Street, near the U n iversalist Church, has been widened 
and graded, under a contract with Ira Andrews, at a cost o f  
$330.75. A  large am ount o f  brick paving has been done on 
M ain, A lfred  and South streets, necessitating the re-setting o f
edge, and in many instances the fence stone, to conform with 
grade o f the street. Concrete w alks have been laid on C ity  
Square, Alfred, Bacon and Elm  Sts., also cross w alks on H ooper, 
Thornton, Spruce, Vetrom ile, South and C rescent streets. R e ­
taining walls built on M t. Vernon, Birch and F oss Sts., and these 
streets filled to their proper width. F ence has been built on 
Main and M t.Vernon Sts., and railing put up at W estbrook B ridge. 
Som es’ Bridge has been repaired by three additional stringers 
and planking repaired ; one new trestle put under the same. 
T h e Bradbury Bridge has had the planking repaired and a new 
truss put up to support the fool walk, and G ooch Bridge has had 
the p lanking repaired. Stone drains have been put in G ou ld ’s 
hill on A lfred Street, plank drains built on A lfred and H ill Sts.
471 feet o f 18 in. C em ent Pipe D rain on Summ er Street.
263 “  12 “ it a tt Alfred
too 8 « it tt tt Pike
144 a (i .t it tt C ross “
270 8 “ a a tt Lincoln  &  M ain Sts.
45 8 “ a a
a M ain St. M iss D a y ’s.
3° 8 “
u tt tt C utts St.
35° “ 10, 12 “
tt tt it W est C utts St.
210 “ 12 “ « it tt Elm  above South.
250 “  12 “ u Pool to drain on A lfred St.
For the cost o f the above w ork I have to refer you to report 
o f  Com m ittee on Finance, under date o f F ebruary 1st, 1878. 
V ery  respectfully subm itted,
L E O N A R D  A N D R E W S ,
C o m ’r o f  Streets, Dist. N o. 4.
R E P O R T
OF THE
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC L IB R A R Y .
To the Honorable City C ouncil:
T h e undersigned Library Com m ittee for the current year, beg 
leave to report the condition o f library as found by them, and its 
present condition after much earnest thought and labor have 
been expended upon it.
W hen we took charge o f the matter it had been closed to the 
public nearly i f  not quite two years, and the room occupied by it 
had been divided and a portion devoted to another purpose. 
T h e books were in a sad condition, nearly all needing covering, 
many out o f  the binding, with leaves torn and some gone, 
m aking them unfit for further use.
W e w ere at a loss for a long time what to do about it, but at 
last concluded to use the appropriation, $200, for the preserva­
tion o f  the books for future use.
D u iin g  the summ er a careful hand was set at work to exam ine 
the books, with instructions to throw out such as was beyond re­
deem ing, and to m ake a minute of broken sets— so if possible 
they m ight be replaced— -also, to cover those needing it. When 
the above instructions had been carried out, it was found that 
about 2800 books were left, nearly if  not quite two-thirds having 
been newly covered. A t this stage o f  the work it was found 
that our appropriation was used up, so we stopped where we 
were. A fter numerous calls from our fellow citizens, we con­
cluded to ask for an additional appropriation, and if  granted we 
would undertake the task o f  opening the library to the public. 
A t  the January m eeting o f  the C ity  C ouncil $400 was asked for 
and it w as cheerfully given. On the strength o f the additional 
funds, the library was moved to a new and more convenient room.
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This room is at the head o f  stairs as you go  in from main entrance. 
For the sake o f econom y we used the old book cases, counters 
and other furniture, as far as they would go in the new room.
We found the old catalogue blind and incorrect in many re­
spects, necessitating a new one. It was a great undertaking to 
prepare one, but we went to work, and you have before you the 
result o f  our labor.
T here have been added nearly 100 new books, also old books 
repaired for use again. A n d from the $400 voted we have an 
unexpended balance o f  about $125.
T h is day, M arch 16, ’ 78, your com m ittee closed their labors, 
by opening the L ib rary  to the inspection o f  the public and for 
the circulation o f  books.
A . P IE R C F ., ) Com m ittee
E N O C H  F. P I L S B U R Y , on
A . L. A Y E R , )  P u blic Library.
R E P O R T
OF THE
B O A R D  OF  H E A L T H .
To his Honor the M ayor and City Council o f  Biddeford: 
G e n t l e m e n  :— T h e  Board o f  H ealth subm it the following 
statem ent o f  the expenditures o f the H ealth departm ent, for the 
fiscal year, ending Jan. 31, 1878.
A m ount appropriated by C ity  Council, 53.50°  ° °
B ills standing unpaid against this departm ent
011 last year’s account, $1004 35
A m ount expended this fiscal year, 1627 76
L eavin g  unexpended, $867 89
W e suggest now as heretofore, that a suitable building be
erected by the city, for the accom odation and use o f patients with
contagious diseases, thereby saving a vast expense to the city. 
R esp ectfu lly  subm itted,
W. B. W H IT IN G , M. D. ) Board 
J O H N  A . T U C K E R , y o f
F O X W E L L  B. S T A P L E S , )  H ealth.
R E P O R T
O F T H E
FINANCE COMMITTEE,
Gentlemen o f  the City Council:
T h e Joint Standing Com m ittee on F in an ce subm it the follow ­
ing report o f the L iabilities and Cash A ssets o f  the City, at the 
close o f the fiscal year, Jan. 31, 1878.
T h e liabilities o f  the C ity  consist o f :
City Bonds, (old)
C ity  Bonds, (new)
N otes outstanding against the City,
D ue the State for tax o f  1877-8,
D ue the County for tax o f  1877-8,
D ue the different School D istricts,
M aking a total o f
Cash resources :
A m ount o f  C ash  in Treasury,
D ue on T ax  o f  1874,
“  “  “  “  1875,
“  “  “  “  1876,
00 -a -C
l
D ue from the State for Schools,
D ue from R ents ol C ity  Building,
M aking a total o f
Leavin g amount o f  C ity  debt, less resources,
Am ount o f  C ity  debt, less resources, Jan. 31, I877,
a  a  u  u  u  u  u  j g y g
A ctual reduction o f  debt the past year,
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Y o u r com m ittee would also repoit that the Ten Yeai Bonds, 
to the amount o f  twenty thousand dollars, which the C ity  C oun­
cil ordered issued at five per cent inteiest. to fund outstanding 
dem and notes bearing six  per cent interest, have all been taken 
at a premium and the proceeds used for the purpose above men­
tioned. Several notes bearing six per cent interest have been 
replaced with notes at a much lower rate, thus saving quite an 
am ount annually in interest.
On another page we give the Bonds outstanding, and time 
when the different am ounts are payable.
A . P I E R C E , ) jo in t
E N O C H  F . P I L S B U R Y , V Standing Com .
J. R . L I B B Y , ) on Finance.
BONDS OUTSTANDING.
AMOUNTS.
$  2 0 0  OO
29,500 OO
3 1 .0 0 0  OO 
2 ,5 0 0  OO
4 1 .0 0 0  OO
2 0 .0 0 0  OO
WHEN PAYABLE 
O ctober :st, 1879 
M ay 1st, 1880 
July 1st, 1881 
O ctober 1st, 1884 
M ay 1 st, 1885 
July 2d, 1887

R E P O R T
OF T H E
CITY T R E A S U R E R  AND COLLECTOR.
To the H on. M ayor and City Council o f the City o f B iddeford:
I submit my Report as Treasurer o f  the City o f  B iddefordf 
from Feb. I, 1877, to Jan. 31,  1878.
Balance in Treasury, Feb. 1, 1877,
Received during the year,
Paid during the fiscal year,
Balance in Treasury,
T H O M A S  H . C O L E ,  Treas.
Pr. A.
To the H on. the M ayor and City Council o f the City o f B id d eford : 
I hereby submit my Report as Collector, 1877.
Amount o f  City T a x ,  1877,
State 
County
Total,
Amount collected to Jan. 31, 1878,
Balance uncollected,
T H O M A S  H. C O L E ,  Collector.
Pr. A.
Dr. Thomas H. Cole, Treas., in Account w ith  City of Biddeford.
balance in Treasury, Jan 31
00
School District No. 6, Tax, 1872,
<< {< a "7 a 
' 5 “
•: “  “  8 , “
“ 4, “• U
“  6, “ 1875.
“  12, “ “
<( u a <• 1876,
u u n ■ n u 
/  j 1877,
Non-Residents T ax ,  1874,
“  1875,
“  1876.
Tax, 1872,
“  1874,
“  1875,
“ 1876,
“ 1877,
Notes payable,
City Building,
“  Hall,
Interest,
Licenses,
Fire Department,
Pauper “
Sewers and Drains,
Highway District, No. 4,
General Expenses,
State Pensions
“ School Fund and State T reasurer,
School District, No. 2,
“  4,
“  13.
Police Department,
Health
City T hatch  Bed,
New Bonded Loan,
Bridges,
Thomas H. Cole, T re a s , in Account w ith  City of Biddeford, Cr.
Notes payable,
Pauper Departm ent,
Fire
General Expense,
Salaries,
Police,
Interest,
C ity  Building,
C ity  L ib ra ry,
H ealth Departm ent,
Sewers and D rains,
Sidewalks,
Reservoirs,
Bridge's,
State Pensions.
“  Treasurer
County Treasurer, 
Contingent Funds,
D iscount on T axes,
H ighw ay, W ard i ,  R . R . District,
“  “  x, Pool “
N o. 4
“  O ak R id ge “
“  W ard 7, Eastern D ivision,
“  “  7, W estern “
Abatem ent T ax , 1872,
“  1875.
“  1876,
“  1877,
“  •' School D ist., No. 4, 1872.
Street Lights,
Abatem ent School H. D istrict No. 6,
School H ouse D istrict N o. 12, T a x  1875,
“  “  “  “  2, “  i 876 ,
Bonds,
Schools,
Balance C ash  on hand,
)
R E P O R T
OF THE
CITY E X P E N D I T U R E S  FOR 1877 - 8 .
To the City Coimcil o f  the City o f  Biddeford:
W e subm it a statem ent o f the expenditures under each appro­
priation, during tbe M unicipal year ending Jan. 31, 1878, also 
the aggregate o f  unexpended balances and overdrafts.
A . P I E R C E , )  C o m m i t t e e
E N O C H  F . P I L L S B U R Y , i- o n  
J. R . L I B B Y , )  F i n a n c e .
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A P P R O P R IA T IO N S , R E C E IP T S  A N D  E X P E N D IT U R E S  FO R 1877.
Bridges, .
City Building, .
City Library, . .
Contingent Fund,..
Discount on T ax es,..
F ire Department, . . .
General Expense,....
Health Department, . . ,
Highway Dist No. 4,
Oak Ridge District,.. 
Ward 7 East Divison, . 
Waid 7 West Division,.
Pool District..............
River Road District,
Interest,.....................
Pauper Department,.
Police Department,
Reservoirs and Hydrants,.. 
Sewers and Drains,.
Sidewalks,.. . .
Salaries............
Street Lights,
Schools,............
Total,
' A p p r o p r i a -  r e c e i p t s  .  t o t a l  T r a n s f e r s  t r a n s f e r s I  a p p ro p r ia t io n s A m o u n t  unexpen'Over_ U n e x p e n ' d
| A p P R O P R IA  f R OM O T H 'R  A m o u n t  O F T O  V A R IO U S  FROM  V A R ’ s  AND INCOMES with OVER U N E X P E N  'D
. i  i o n s  s o u r c e s .  R e s o u r c E s .  D e p a r ’ m t s  D e p a r ’ m t s . E x p e n d e d . d r a w n - B a l a n c e .
Amount of Appropriations,. 
Received from other Sources,.
Total Income,..........
Amount Expended,.
Unexpended Balance....................................
Deduct Unexpended balance due Schools,
Balance unexpended aside fr om Schools,.
CITY A P P R O P R IA T IO N S  FOR 1 8 7 7 .
Bridges,
C ity  Library,
C ontingent Fund,
D iscount on Taxes,
Fire D epartm ent,
G eneral Expense,
H ealth Departm ent,
H ighw ay D istrict N o. 4,
“  O ak R idge,
“ W ard 7 Eastern D ivision,
“  W ard 7 W estern D ivision,
“  Pool D istrict,
R iver R oad,
Interest,
Pauper Departm ent,
P olice D epartm ent,
R eservoirs and H ydrants,
Sewers and D rains,
Sidewalks,
Salaries,
Street Lights,
Schools,
A P P R O P R I A T I O N S  AND E X P E N D IT U R E S
IN  T H E  S E V E R A L  D E P A R T M E N T S
FOR 1877-8.
Bridges.
Appropriation,
Transferred from C ontingent Fund, 
T ransferred from G eneral Expenses, 
C ash received,
E xpended by warrants drawn 
U n expended,
City B u ild ing.
Incom e from C ity  H all and rents col 
lected, & c.,
E xpended b y  warrants drawn. 
U nexpended,
City Library.
Appropriation,
E xpended by warrants drawn, 
O verdrawn,
Contingent Fund.
Appropriation,
E xpended b y  warrants drawn, 
T ransferred to H igh w ay D istrict 4,
“  “  Sidewalks,
“  “  Sew ers and D rains.
“  “  Bridges,
D iscount on Taxes. 
Appropriation,
E xpended by warrants drawn,
Overdrawn,
Fire Departm ent.
Appropriation,
R eceived for labor o f  teams, &c.,
Expended by warrants drawn,
U nexpended,
G eneral Expense.
Appropriation,
Cash received from various sources,
Expended by warrants drawn,
Transferred to H ighw ay, O ak Ridge,
“  Sidewalks,
“  Bridges,
“  ' Sew ers and D rains,
“  H ighw ay, D ist. N o. 4,
U nexpended balance,
H ealth Departm ent.
Appropriation,
C ash  received for Licences,
Expended by warrants drawn,
U nexpended,
H ighw ay, D istrict N o. 4.
Appropriation,
C ash  received,
Transferred from Sew ers and D rains,
“  “  C ontingent Fund,
“  “  G eneral Expense,
Expended by warrants drawn,
Overdrawn,
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Highw ays, Oak Ridge.
A ppropriation, 550 00
T ransferred from G eneral Expense, 135 00
Expended by warrants drawn, 667 06
U nexpended, 17 94
H ighways, W ard  7, Eastern Division. 
Appropriation,
E xpended by warrants drawn, 858 24
U nexpended, 3 T 7 6
H ighways, W ard  7, Western Division. 
Appropriation,
E xpended by warrants drawn, 487 24
U nexpended, 12 76
Highways, P o ol District.
Appropriation,
E xpended by warrants drawn, 346 90
U nexpended, 53 10
Highways, R iver Road. 
Appropriation,
E xpended by warrants drawn, 
O verdrawn,
Interest.
Appropriation,
C ash  received on Bonds, & c.,
649 59 
49 59
10,000 00 
489 00
685 00
685 00
890 00
890 00
500 00
500 00
400 00
400 00
600 00
10,489 00
A m ount o f  interest paid, as per T reas­
urer’s statem ent, i °>778 96
Overdrawn, 289 96
Fau.per Department.
Appropriation,
Sales from Farm  and labor o f  teams,
Expended by warrants drawn, 
U nexpended,
Police Department.
Appropriation,
C ash received,
Expended by warrants drawn,
U nexpended,
Reservoirs and H ydrants. 
A ppropriation,
Expended by warrants drawn,
U nexpended,
Servers and D rains.
Appropriation,
Transferred from C ontingent Fund,
“  “  G en eral Expense,
C ash received for Sew er Entrances,
Expended by warrants drawn,
Transferred to H ighw ay, D istrict No. 4 ,
Overdrawn,
Sidew alks.
Appropriation,
Transferred from C ontingent Fund,
“  G eneral Expense,
Expended by warrants drawn,
O verdrawn,
Salaries.
Appropriation,
E xpended by w arrants drawn, 
U nexpended,
Street Lights.
Appropriation,
E xpended by warrants drawn, 
U nexpended,
Schools.
Appropriation,
A m ount received from Slate,
Expended by warrants drawn, 
U nexpended,
ITEMS OF G E NE R AL E X P E N S E
Sim eon P. M cK en n ey, V al. Com ., 1876, $139 50
Joshua M oore, “  “  “  55 00
J. W. Fairfield, “  “  “  55 00
A bijah T arbox, “  “  “  55 00
Zopher R . Folsom , “  “  •* 48 00
T im othy Shaw, Jr., A ssessor o f  1875, 346 25
John H. Burnham, Service on Com ., 1876, 90 00
C . H. Nelson, “  “  “  “  15 00
Joseph N ew cOmb, Rent o f W ard Room , I5 00
John M Goodwin, Services in various suits, 1876, 129 00
W illiam  Boston. S treet L ights, 120 00
Josiah Drew, C osts o f  suit H a ley  vs. D rew, r8 5 7
J. N. Coffin, Services taking care o f  H all, 20 85
John H am , Salary and serving notices, 65 50
Fairfield &  H ill, W ood for A ssessors’ office, 1876, 3 50
E . W. W edgwood, M akin g deeds, 6 35
G . C . L ibby, R epairs on Street L ights, 1876, 69 50
W. A . Chadbourne, T ruan t Officer, 1876, 36 00
M. E . Curtis, Service Com ., 1876, 10 00
H ardy M achine C o., R epairs on Street Lights, 1876. 22 13
Saco &  Biddeford G as C o., Street L ights, 89 69
Stephen Gowen, C oach to funeral, 5 00
Oren A . N ason, W ork on N ew  R oad , x 25
M ark Proctor, “  “  “  “  1 25
W m. B. N ason, “  “  “  “  7 50
A rthur N . Curtis, “  “  “  “  1 25
Sam uel T ripp, Salary and recording oaths, m arriages, & c., 96 90
J. M. D earing, for Coffin, robe, & c., 12 50
Isaac Bickford, L an d  dam age, 50 00
C harles E. C ole, .  10 00
R oyal E. G ould, L abo r in C le rk ’s office, 1876, 24 00
F. S . W arren, C ity  Physician, 37 50
C . A. W ardwell, Soda, soap, & c., 1 06
Ivory Littlefield, Lan d dam age. N ew  R oad, 1876, 100 00
F. C . Bryant, Ice, 7 00
D an iel R oss, C leaning outbuilding, 5 00
T w am bley &  C leaves, R epairin g clocks, 4 00
Sam uel Thurston, for D esk, 150 00
A m ount carrirdforw avd, 
57
$1,924 05
58
Am out brought forw ard, $1,9240 5
D iesser, M cL ellan  &  C o., Books, 5 80
James Smith, for W ard Room , 8 00
State Reform School, 66 00
B. F. H am ilton, Stam ps, envelopes, & c., 108 92
Saco & Biddeford G as C o., G as in Arm ory, 25 83
J. B. Bunker, Carrying and returning check lists, W ard 3, 9 00
S. W . Luques &  C o., R ent o f  Arm ory, 350 00
M . W atson &  Sons, Printing, 190 67
W m. S. Noyes, “ 260 25
C. E. H ussey, Expense carrying insane persons to
Augusta, 89 7 7
E. F. Pillsbury, Books and stationery, 135 67
R. H . Ford, Expense to A lfred for copy o f  record, 6 00
Leonard A ndrews, Expense to Lewiston, 5 90
R edlon &  Co., Brooms, 6 75
P. C . Stone, Binding R eports, 12 50
C ity  o f  Lewiston, Expense o f  insane person, 41 00
Dr. H . E. H ill. Exam ination o f insane persons, 5 00
C ity  o f  C alais, Expense o f  insane person, 245 qo
A . J. Sm all, Printing, 50 05
L u th er Bryant, W ard Room , 5 00
Saco W ater Pow er C o., W ater for streets, 1876, 75 00
A . Pierce, Expense to Boston for hose, 10 30
Sheridan Post, 28 G. A. R ., 200 00
Elisha A yer, Repairs on Cem etery, 42 00
Jam es M. Fernald, M aine R egisters, 6 25
Jam es Slade, Surveying streets, 733 82
F. M eeds, Boarding agent o f fire alarm, 2 00
Jere. R ogers, W atchm an at covered bridge, 172 19
C. P. Berry, Paid for pens, 7 00
J. S. Grant, B oxing trees on streets, 3 2 35
W ill A . W oods, “  “  “ “  19 50
J. R . L ibby, T reas. o f  Com . on fourth of July celebra­
tion, 500 00
Cape Elizabeth, Expense at Reform  School, 13 00
G eorge W . H arrim an, B oarding tramps, 7 50
Eastern A rgus, Printing notice to contractors, 3 00
Sam uel Tripp, A ssistance preparing R eport, 1876, 15 00
Insane H ospital, 1046 95
J. T . M ason, Painting, 36 81
R . T . Larrabee, T eam s for Com m ittees, 61 75
N. W. K en dall, Stationery and books, 21 75
J. G. D earing, Lum ber for Cem etery, 31 65
C. P. Berry, W ork on M ayo r’s books, 50 00
Am ount carriedforw ard , $6,639 4S
Am ount brought forw a rd , §6,639 4§
W . F. Lunt, Expense in various suits vs. city, 80 22
“  “  “  Ford suit vs. city, 784 52
H ard y  M achine C o., P ip ing for w atering trough, 102 76
A . C  Tuxbury, Pickets for boxing trees, 13 24
i.  Shevenell, H auling water, 3 50
F. M. Burnham, Stationery, & c., 35 22
J . H obson, Lum ber for trees and building carriage shed, 72 65 
V alentine Free, C olorin g cloth for hearse, 2 50
John H anscom , Printing, 52 25
<C. S. Patten, W ork on T reasurer’s books, 21 00
T . H . C ole , Expense negotiating loan on C ity  Bonds, 23 00 
R . H . Ford, W ork in A ssessors’ office, 30 00
D . C . T apley, R epairs on hearse, 4 15
E  A ubrey. Painting and repairs on hearse, 16 00
T . L . M errill, Com . service, 37 50
W. Lester W atson, Printing, 24 75
C has. E. H ussey, Servin g notices and summons, 19 00
John R ouke, D am age to wagon, 5 00
A . H . Jelleson, for  W ard Room , 10 00
J. E. Butler &  C o.. Printing, 62 95
John R. Staples, for G ravelling new road, 500 00
M arston &  D urgin, Bricks for watering trough, 4 20
F. G. W arren, for W ard Room , 11 00
G reenough &  C o., D irectories, 9 00
Geo.. O . W orcester, A tlas, 10 00
Sam uel Parsons, P osting notices, 9 00
A . M. K im ball, R epairing wagon, 1 75
J. F. Goldthwait, A ssessor, 370 25
Jas. G . Garland, “  380 55
J. H . F ogg, “  282 50
John P . W ard, C arryin g and returning ch eck  list
W ard 1, 6 00
A sa  R . Bryant, T rim m ing trees, 7 50
Owen Smith, Service on Com m ittees and expense to
Lew iston, 50 00
A m os L . A llen , for C o p y  o f  R eport o f  C ounty C om ­
m issioners on B. &  M . R . R. crossing, 1 56
W. T . H ayw ard, D ress for M rs. Bates, 99
E . Simpson, R epairin g harness, 1 25
L ib b y  &  G olding, H a t for M rs. Bates, 2 00
E. H . M cK en n ey, F ord  suit vs. city, 30 00
C . P  Berry, C op yin g plans o f  A lfred  street, 9 00
John T . Smith, Com m ittee, 1876, 25 00
John Q. Adam s, “  “  10 00
5 V)
Am ount carried fo r ward, $9,363 24
Am ount brought forward, $
J. R . L ibby, Shawl for M rs. Bates,
Jesse G ould, V al. Com ., 1876,
G ooch &  H aines, W atering trough, boundary posts and
paving stones,
B. A. K ennison, T ruan t Officer,
John H. Small, Insurance,
W. H . &  L. G . H anson, Lum ber for carriage shed,
P a y  R oll,
C . K .  Banks, Lumber,
A . E. L ibby, Labor on carriage house,
John M oody,
W. F. H utchins, “  “  “
J. N . A nthoin, Nails, hardware, & c.,
Dr. John Parker, Exam ination o f insane person,
Sim on Pen son,L an d dam age, location o f new road, 1876,
Dr. A . Brawn, Exam ination and attendance, insane
person,
B. F. G owen, D am age to carriage,
A m os L . A llen, C osts in suit, R andall et al. vs. city,
G. A. &  T . A. H obbs, Printing,
L ib b y  &  Ayer, Coffin, &c.,
J. R. L ibby, Service on Com . and expenses,
G eorge E  Corliss, Service on Com .,
J. M. D earing, F ilin g  saw,
Ivory Phillips, Boots and shoes, insane person,
D aniel Boulter, Lan d damage,
Charles H . R obbins, B ack  bounty,
G oldthw ait heirs, Land dam age, new road, 1876,
A llen  Brothers, Stam p for T reasurer office,
O. H . Staples, C loth in g for Bates boy,
R . W. R andall, M atches, pails, soap, & c.,
G eo. B. Cutter, Service on Com . and expense,
A . &  B. E. Cutter, C oal for Arm ory,
D. L . Powers, Com . service,
C. J. Em ery, Exam ination o f insane person,
Stephen Gowen, H a ck s to farm, 
S. G. Tw am bley, Com . service,
Jere. G . Shaw, “  “
*

